
Ecovillage Design Workshop 

During a 5 day training, we were mapping out communi-

ty needs by using the Global Ecovillage Network design 

cards. The cards helped us to develop an Ecovillage plan 

which looked at the Economic, Social, Cultural, and Eco-

logical dimensions of sustainability. The Cards are divid-

ed into five groups – four dimensions of sustainability 

arranged around one central path called whole systems 

design. Together, they make up a tool for play, reflection, 

dialogue, learning, research, and design for the partici-

pants so that they can come up with their strengths and 

weaknesses and see how to move forward.  

Learn more about the cards: https://ecovillage.org/

product/ecovillage-design-cards/ 

Food Forest and Tree Nursery 
Training 

Another 5-day training took place earlier this year in 

Chikwawa and Thyolo district. After a day of introducing 

permaculture and the benefits of food forests, the partici-

pants were trained in establishing a nursery for 2 full days. 

The week was wrapped up by practical sessions on water 

harvesting and water management. The community mem-

bers gained hands-on experience by digging swales and pits 

and using ground cover for mulching. At the end of the 

week, 5 schools and their surrounding communities had 

established tree nurseries and a proper water management 

system.  

SCOPE Malawi Annual 

Newsletter 2022 

Welcome!  

As this year is coming to an end we would like to take this opportunity and send you a final update on what has been happening 

lately. Apart from training and a very successful seed fair, we managed to start construction at our demo plot and welcomed three 

new members to the SCOPE family. With rising Covid numbers we hope you will stay safe during the upcoming holidays.  

Eco-Schools for Eco-Communities: Our Response to the Climate Crisis 

 Proud participants in Pangani village posing with their trees 

Ecovillage Design cards by the 

Global Ecovillage Network 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year ! 
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Strengthening Resilient School 
Communities Project (SRSC)  

Developing an effective waste man-

agement system is one of the key 

areas for achieving sustainable devel-

opment in Malawi. Malawi has been 

facing several challenges in waste 

management with city councils man-

aging only 12% of the waste and the 

private waste collectors working to 

fill the gap. To help strengthen Mala-

wi’s waste management in districts, 

schools, farms, and communities 

SCOPE MALAWI conducted train-

ing with its partners on waste man-

agement (4th to 8th October 2021).  

The main theme of the training was 

how to manage waste using Black 

Soldier Fly (BSF) and biogas.  

Demonstration on how to use biogas for cooking. 

Waste management  partners training 

Homestead Integrated Land Use Design Training 

 
Our ILUD training focuses on vulnerable household members that are based 

around our 37 partner schools. We dedicate one week per partner targeting two 

school communities at the same time. We start the week with a community 

mapping. It is a great tool to find out what is really going on in a community on 

the household level. We learn about the dietary- and crop diversity of the 

targeted community and through the household mapping, we can identify the 

most vulnerable households. After that, the ILUD training days are starting. 

We do theory sessions on Permaculture, Soil-, Water- and Waste management. 

Apart from that we also integrate a lot of practicals such as swale making, 

making Biofertilizer (BOCASHI), mixing natural pesticides, and digging pits.  

Black Soldier Fly is a beneficial 

insect belonging to the order 

of Diptera and it is used for 

managing biodegradable waste. 

The larvae of BSF are used as 

feed for chickens and fish, the 

compost generated at the end 

is used as a source of nutrients 

for plants. The partners were 

trained on the biology of BSF 

and its environmental require-

ments, how to grow BSF: plan-

ning, equipment (structures) 

required, type of food waste, 

and some of the challenges 

they can face during BSF pro-

duction. 

Biogas is a mixture of gases, primarily consisting 

of methane and carbon dioxide, produced from 

materials such as agricultural waste, manure, mu-

nicipal waste, school waste, green waste, or food 

waste. The biogas is produced by the micro-

bacterial decomposition of the substrate (waste) in 

an oxygen-free environment, i.e. under anaerobic 

conditions. Some of the benefits of using biogas 

include a source of energy (methane) which is 

used for cooking, lighting. The fermentation resi-

due left over from the substrates at the end of the 

process is used as fertilizer.   To achieve afforda-

ble and clean energy the partners were trained by 

ECOGEN on how to install the biogas plant, 

microbiology of biogas (hydrolysis, acidogenesis, 

acetogenesis, and methanogenesis) how to pro-

duce and use biogas, and also biofertilizer. 

 

Up: Setting up a system for black soldier flies. Down: BOCASHI 

making. 



The Seed and Knowledge Initiative 

Seed fairs are a great way of engaging farmers as 

well as strengthening capacity about the benefits of 

local seed. We were able to organise not only one 

but two seed fairs in our communities in Chitsime 

and Mkakambo village in Lilongwe. The event took 

place in cooperation with our partners the Seed and 

Knowledge Initiative (SKI), African Vision Malawi, 

and CERFHT. The objective of the food and seed 

fairs was to display local seeds as well as food pre-

pared from the local seeds to underline the im-

portance of food diversity and food security. 

During the fairs, 29 farmers from Malikha and 20 farmers from the 

Chitsime community displayed various local seeds which they harvested 

in the 2020- 2021 Agriculture year. They shared knowledge on how to 

grow local seeds, and why the local seed is important for food 

sovereignty.  
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Seed is power - Seed fairs 

Seed custodian training  

The training took place at Sam’s village (Landirani Trust) located at Chigondi Village, Lilongwe district. The two communities in 

attendance were Malikha and Chitsime, and each community had 10 representatives. The 5 days training aimed to train farmers’ 

representatives on-farm served seed diversification, community seed bank establishment, bio-pest, bio-fertilizers production, and 

other organic products. At the end of the training, farmers managed to have hands-on experience in producing various products 

such as Lactic Acid Bacteria which is used as a catalyst in decomposition, growth hormone in seedlings, and aids digestion in live-

stock. They also had the hands-on experience to produce Yeast, Duff (Cultured Fungi), Seed coating, and Bio-pesticides. 

Local seed on display during the seed fairs. 
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Welcome to the SCOPE Malawi Team  

Prisca Chifisi –Intern Charles Kawerama—Intern  

I hold a degree in Agriculture with the 
Lilongwe University of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Bunda campus 
pending to graduate. I successfully con-
ducted an academical research on 
"Insect pest of sugarcane in traditional 
cropping systems" The case of Mkwin-
da EPA. My passion is to assist small-
holder farmers in achieving food securi-
ty and that they should eat balanced 

diets.  

I finished my studies in Agronomy at 
Luanar in June 2021. I successfully 
conducted an academical research 
project on “Short term effects of use 
of Mucuna Pruriens and Desmodium 
Unicantum as cover crops with Zea 
maize. I like learning from farmers and 
benefit from their experience and ex-
pertise. For SCOPE I am developing a 
handbook on indigenous fruits and 
seed. 

SCOPE Malawi 

Plot 310, Area 6, Lilongwe 

Box 555, Lilongwe 

Malawi 

Cell: +265 999 936 060 

Phone: +265 1 759 492 

Email: info@scopemalawi.com 

SCOPE Malawi works with schools to engage and educate the youth in sustainable 

development initiatives. We focus on Agroecology, Natural Resources Management, 

Environmental Education, Sustainable  Agriculture, Climate Change Adaptation, 

Mitigation, School Health and Nutrition.  

Together with our partner network we work closely together with schools and col-

leges to promote permaculture. We want to design healthy environments that meet 

the educational, nutritional and other basic needs of the students, teachers and part-

ners/farmers. 

“Give me food and I’ll eat for a day, teach me how to grow my own food and I’ll eat 

for a lifetime.” Chinese saying 

Meet Matthews Matchela working at SCOPE 

Malawi as a Farm Manager. He is a holder of 

a  Bachelor of Science Degree in Agriculture 

obtained from Lilongwe University of Agri-

culture and Natural Resources, Bunda college 

campus in 2019. He is also a trained primary 

school teacher. Currently, he is working on 

several activities at the farm. These include 

collecting, identifying, labeling, and locally 

inoculating local seeds, making permanent 

water wells, sustaining crops already planted 

for example pomegranate, bananas, sugar-

cane, cocoyams, etc. He is also demarcating 

the land into plots for different crops while 

bearing in mind that there are no straight 

lines in nature. Our vision is to make the 

farm become a permaculture demonstration 

center where farmers and other stakeholders 

will be trained theoretically and practically in 

permaculture.  

Matthews Matchela — Farm Manager  

We are on the web! 

www.scopemalawi.com 

Contact us 

http://www.scopemalawi.com/

